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National Conference 2009
National Conference 2010

Celebrating 40 Years of Middle School Education
Looking forward to the next 10 years
This year is rather a special year as we celebrate 40 years since the opening of the first Local Authority wide middle school systems in this country in 1970. This is an important moment to revisit the key principles which led to the founding of middle schools and their rapid expansion in the 1970’s, their contribution to the education system in this country and look forward to their continued evolution in a new century.

Conference themes:
a) Futures thinking – looking ahead at what we can tell about developments to come and how middle schools might position themselves to be able to respond

b) Reconnecting and strengthening aspects of our values and vision that are fundamental to middle schools

c) Celebrating 40 years of middle school education in this country – reconnecting with the founding vision of the middle school movement.
Conference Organisation:
The majority of the conference will be focused on the first of the conference themes as we look to the future, with a mixture of keynote sessions and workshops.

Celebrating 40 years of Middle Schools - On the afternoon and evening of Monday 18th October we will be inviting ex-headteachers and leading figures from the middle school movement to join us – please see next page for details.
The conference will open at 10.00 on Monday 18th October and close at 3.30 on Tuesday 19th October.
Celebrating 40 years of Middle Schools  
Monday 18th October – starting at 2.00 p.m.
One of the three choices for workshops on the Monday afternoon will be focused on the history and development of middle schools in this country – a chance to find out more about the origins of middle schools and the key principles which underpinned their rapid development.

These will be followed by a celebration of middle schools and a reception and dinner in the evening.

We would be pleased to invite ex-headteachers, and others with an interest in the middle school movement, to join us for this celebration on Monday afternoon and evening – to contribute to the afternoon workshops and celebration, and then join us for dinner in the evening.

There is a separate information leaflet for this element of the conference.  Please pass this on to those, perhaps connected to your school, who you think might be interested in attending. The charge of £35 covers their attendance from 2.00 onwards and includes the dinner in the evening at 7.00 p.m. Accommodation overnight on the Monday evening for those attending this element of the conference may be available at the National College, alternatively the Conference Administrator, Lesley Judge, will be able to advise on local accommodation. Early booking is advised.
The Forum has a collection of interesting material that will form the basis of an exhibition in the main conference room. We are hoping that you will have one or two items you will be able to contribute to add to this.
Middle School Survey 2010

The last comprehensive survey of middle schools was undertaken by HMI in the early 1980s and published in the 1983 publication ‘9-13 Middle Schools: An illustrative survey’ HMSO.

In order to give a modern picture of middle schools today and their current concerns the Steering Committee have agreed to conduct survey of middle schools in 2010 - which can be used to inform our discussions at our forthcoming conference.

Members of the Steering Committee have kindly completed a trial version of the Survey and the areas for questioning have been suggested by the headteachers on the committee.

The survey is web based and should be relatively straightforward to complete. We have tried to avoid questions that would require you to search for information – so, for example, we have avoided questions about the budget for this reason. 

In order to complete the survey please click of follow this link:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SKVTHTF
We will report on the survey findings at the national conference – and then make the report available online at the NMSF website.

Key Speakers

Marcus Orlovsky
A founder member and director of Bryanston Square

Marcus is a founder member and director of Bryanston Square. He started working with students and young people in the UK and beyond to help them achieve their own successes 25 years ago, when he was director of recruitment for Ernst & Young. He is passionate about creating better learning environments, focusing on the way teaching and learning takes place and the design of buildings and services to enable it to take place. Marcus is active in the public and private sector: he works with schools to help them formulate and articulate their visions; advises Authorities and architects how to design the best possible buildings for their budget; and collaborates with national institutions such as the National College for School Leadership on programmes like ‘Building Schools for the Future’. 


Marcus is in demand as a public speaker, known for his enthusiasm, innovative thinking, and ability to both enlighten and entertain. He does everything from school INSET days, to major national conferences, and witty after dinner speeches in the UK, Europe and beyond.

Tim Rylands 
ICT to Inspire
Tim Rylands has been described as “an extremely gifted and inspirational teacher, with a love of the creative potential of technology and an excellent rapport with his pupils”.

Tim has received a vast amount of press coverage around the world for his innovative use of ICT. Observers have commented on his imaginative and encouraging style of teaching, which allows children to express their creativity and make significant gains in attainment.

Tim is now much in demand for seminars and conferences around the country, presenting the results of his work in an inspiring, practical and often humorous way. Tim has over 20 years of experience in schools as far afield as the West Country and West Africa. He has gained notable recognition for using the games in the Myst series to inspire children’s creative confidence in many areas of the curriculum e.g. creative writing, speaking and listening, music and art.

“…preparing children for a world that we don't have a clue about, where visual media will become accessible to all, where blogs will be normal. Children need to develop these skills… Well done indeed!”
In 2005 Tim won the 2005 Becta ICT in Practice Award. 

Maggie Farrar
Strategic Director for Policy Research and Development, NCSL
Maggie’s love of teaching and working with young people started in West Africa where she taught in a large secondary school in Northern Ghana.  She then moved to London to work first in Newham, Greenwich and then in Hackney. Her last teaching post in London was as Deputy Head of Haggerston School in Hackney. She then moved to Birmingham to work with Tim Brighouse where she set up the University of the First Age, a national charity which develops extended learning experiences for young people in school and community settings. 


Since May 2003 Maggie has been working at the National College for Leadership of Schools and Children’s Services where she was initially the Operational Director responsible for Every Child Matters and Standards. Since July 2008 Maggie is Strategic Director for Policy Research and Development. This involves providing the strategic leadership of succession planning, a range of research programmes, evaluation and impact and policy development.   

Comments on previous conferences

· As always thought provoking two days with time for reflection and discussion.

· Put some academic conferences to shame – lots of ideas and info.

· Thoroughly enjoyable and informative – I will be taking a range of thoughts back to school for discussion.
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