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National Conference 2009
National Conference 2011
Sustaining performance and achievement through partnership
Stratford Manor Hotel, Stratford on Avon.

Monday 17th October to Tuesday 18th October, 2011

Our conference theme this year acknowledges the role of middle schools within the whole learning journey for the child from 5 to 18, and the importance of our partnership with first and upper schools. The national policy framework is evolving rapidly and we hope the conference will provide an opportunity for discussion and reflection, stimulating presentations and a range of relevant workshop sessions.
We would like to extend an invitation to colleagues in First and Upper Schools to join us as guests of their middle school colleagues at the conference. This was a very valuable feature of the day conferences held recently in London and Bromsgrove.

The venue for our conference this year will be the Stratford Manor Hotel, just outside Stratford on Avon. The Hotel is just 5 minutes away from Junction 15 of the M40 motorway and well served by rail stations in Stratford and Warwick Parkway which is just 7 miles from the Hotel. Delegates will have the use of the hotel fitness centre and leisure pool as well as use of free WiFi connection during their stay.

 Link to the hotel website
http://www.qhotels.co.uk/hotels/stratford-manor-warwickshire.aspx
The conference will open at 10.00 on Monday 18th October and close at 3.30 on Tuesday 19th October.
Key Speakers

Patrick Leeson

Director, Development Education and Care, Ofsted

Patrick Leeson is Director of Education and Care for Ofsted. In this post he is responsible for policy and development for inspection of schools, early years settings and childcare, as well as the annual assessments of Local Authority Children’s Services.

Graham Watts 

An introduction to the Habits of Mind

 

21st century learning is not just about gathering information but about knowing how to act on it, knowing what questions to ask of it and being able to thinking critically about content and origin. The Habits of Mind give us the behaviours that shape effective inquiry and encourage independent learning.

 

Alison Peacock

National Leader of the Cambridge Primary Review Network

Alison Peacock, BA (London), MEd (Cambridge) is Head Teacher at The Wroxham Primary School, Potters Bar, Hertfordshire and (from September 2010) Leader of the Cambridge Primary Review National Network. She is also a National Leader in Education (NLE) and leads a National Support School. 

Alison’s teaching career spans primary, secondary and advisory roles. Alison led her current school out of special measures less than a year after her appointment as Head Teacher (Jan 2003). The school was subsequently judged by Ofsted to be outstanding (Feb 2006, March 2009).

Alison leads a strong network of primary and secondary schools within Hertfordshire. This network is currently studying the assessment of science from 4 – 16 years in partnership with Professor Mary James, University of Cambridge. 

Alison’s transformative leadership of her school is the subject of a book ‘Creating Learning without Limits’ (2011 forthcoming). Throughout her career she has worked in partnership with educational researchers to document her innovative work as a teacher and school leader.

 

Malcolm Trobe

Policy Director, ACSL

 

He has taught in schools in Hampshire, Dudley and Wiltshire. He has held a number of posts in schools including Head of Science, for the last fifteen years has been Headteacher of Malmesbury School in Wiltshire. Malmesbury School is a specialist 11-18 mixed comprehensive school for science and the performing arts. Malmesbury School was part of a second phase PFI project that led to the school moving into new purpose built accommodation at Easter 2002. Malcolm has co-written two books on PFI projects and facilities management in schools.

In 1996 Malcolm became a member of the national council of the Secondary Heads Association, SHA, (now re-named the Association of School and College Leaders, ASCL). He has served as Chair of their Funding, Pay and Conditions Committee and as Honorary Secretary. Malcolm was ASCL President for 2006-07.

He has co-written the association’s books on PFI Schools and Facilities Management. Malcolm also has significant experience in curriculum development and assessment having been a Chief Examiner at both ‘O’ level and GCSE. He has served on the science committees of both the School Examinations Council (SEC) and the School Examinations and Assessment Council (SEAC) and was the Vice Chair of the National Rates Advisory Group (NRAG) of the Learning and Skills Council.

.   
Comments from delegates after our conference in 2010:
· My first conference –really pleased,  gave me plenty to think about –thoroughly enjoyed conference -  thank you 

· Excellent opportunity to reflect, share and gain fresh ideas for moving forward

· Brilliant for sharing with like minded practitioners & having time to think & absorb.
.

· Excellent, thought provoking and challenging.  

· Thought 2009 conference was outstanding – but has superseded that for me – Brilliant.

· Excellent conference – great thought provoking speakers and informative workshops. Quite inspirational!

To book your place please complete a booking form and return it to:

Lesley Judge,

NMSF Conference Administrator,
 c/o Greneway Middle School Garden Walk, Royston, Hertfordshire. SG8 7JF

Tel: 01763 243650      Fax: 01763 241499     ljudge3@greneway.herts.sch.uk
Colleagues are welcome to bring partners.

For those wishing to stay at the hotel on the Sunday evening prior to the conference the hotel has agreed a special rate of £89.00 for bed and breakfast on Sunday 16th October. To obtain this rate you need to book your room before Sunday 16th September directly through the central booking service on 0845 0740060 – giving the name of the conference. After 16th September normal hotel rates will apply.
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Tanglin, Firs Road, Alderbury, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP5 3BD


Telephone: 01722 710511 


Email: nigel.wyatt@dial.pipex.com
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