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Following meetings where the importance of visual learning has been discussed we 
have, as an English department, made a conscious effort to use more interesting, 
interactive displays to motivate the pupils we teach. Evidence of this can be seen 
throughout the school from the reception at the front of school through the corridors 
to the boards in the English department.  

Visitors to the school are initially welcomed by a 
display of Year 7 work based on their research of 
‘The Life and Times of William Shakespeare’. 
This has been produced in a variety of ways – 
some classes made booklets where as others used 
boxes. The effect of this is that a more attractive 
and visual display could be created. The use of a 
variety of colours attracts attention and makes 
people interested in the content.  

Next to this display is a life size character of Macbeth. 
This is a display that started in a classroom and was used 

with Year 8 pupils to help 
them study the changing 
character of Macbeth. 
Some of the key words 
have been left on the 
character to remind pupils 
of their work in preparation 
for their Key Stage 3 SATs 
in May. Through staff 
taking the time to ‘dress’ 
the cardboard cut outs and make it a ‘competition’ 
between the staff, the pupils have benefited from seeing 
different interpretations of the appearance of Macbeth 
and have a constant reminder of his character.  

The final piece of English display at the front of 
school is a cut out of ‘The Iron Man’. On this 
character are twenty pieces of writing by a Year 6 
class. Their work is based around Ted Hughes’ 
original work, but with their own adjectives and 
similes as they try to improve the quality of their 
descriptive writing. This work can be read by pupils, 
staff and visitors to the school as they wait in 
reception. 
All of these displays include work produced by the 
pupils, but include input from the English 
department’s technician. She is vitally important in 
helping us to produce quality displays. Her 
enthusiasm and insistence on perfection has made an 
immense difference to the displays we have.  
As you walk through school you will encounter 
several displays related directly to Literacy / English 



lessons or displays including work or information that will help Literacy across the 
Curriculum.    

Moving into school, the next display you 
will find is from a Year 7 English class. 
The work is again brightly coloured and 
is related to a unit of work we have in 
place called ‘Which Witch’. Elements of 
this unit relate to the reading and writing 
of poetry. Pupils were encouraged to 
take drafts of their work home and 
produce a final edition for display. The 
fact that the work is displayed in the 
school hall provides pupils with a large 

audience for their work.    
As you move into the teaching rooms in 
school, displays that show examples of 
pupils’ written work can be found. The 
example opposite shows work from 
French lessons. On the display can be seen 
the level descriptors for French so pupils 
have a reference point to help them with 
improving the quality of their work. 
Mounting of work and the use of I.C.T. is 
evident to help improve the attractiveness 
of the display.  
 

Although this display is not Literacy 
based, it shows how other departments 
also take time to present pupils’ work. 
It gives the students a feeling that their 
work is valued and allows pupils from 
other year groups to see the sort of 
work that they will be completing in 
future years. Some displays are of 
pupil work and others are teacher led 
and help the learning of the students by 
providing information, ideas or 
vocabulary. 

This display from the Graphics room 
shows an example of key vocabulary. 
It is important that these are not just 
put up and left but referred to in 
lessons and the pupils are encouraged 
to learn and use the words. They need 
to be changed regularly to suit the 
current scheme of work the pupils are 
following, so the words are relevant to 
the lessons. 
 
 



In one of the Science labs, a display can be 
found to help pupils with the writing of 
experiments. Although this is essentially a 
science display, the content is there to help 
pupils with the structure of their written 
work.  
Useful displays like this can help pupils of 
all abilities, even if they only act as a 
reminder or give pupils a spelling to a sub-
heading. As mentioned earlier, with the 
technology vocabulary, the picture to the 
right shows another way (from the Science 
department) of displaying key vocabulary. 

The other photographs on this page come from the Science department. 
Some are from corridor displays and others are from within the science 
labs. The Science department are also in the fortunate position of having 
their own technician to help them with the preparation of resources for 
experiments and displays. This allows them to have highly visual, 
informative displays around their teaching areas. These are regularly 
changed according to the topic particular year groups are studying. 
 
 

 
 
As the three photographs show large displays give the opportunity for staff to have 
large images of important topics on the walls. The large labels of the important parts 
help to reinforce the key vocabulary displays and classroom teaching. These can be 
referred to in lessons and due to the use of colour make it visual for pupils. Displays 
in the corridors not only help the school to look and feel like a welcoming place to be 
but give the pupils something to read while lining up to enter classrooms. 

 
Some of the displays are three dimensional. The 
placing of displays like this has to be carefully 
thought about. They tend to be in classrooms instead 
of corridors and in places were there is little ‘traffic’. 
Displays of this type are different to the majority and 
consequently attract interest from the pupils. The 
items on the Science display, pictured opposite, are 
boxes showing various elements of the periodic table.  

 
 
 



Moving into the Resistant Materials room further 
evidence can be found of technical terms to do 
with the subject taught in the classroom. Various 
tools are displayed on 
the wall with labels to 
help the pupils learn 
their names. Displays 
of this type, like the 
two from the I.C.T 
department are 

constant reminders of the important terms for that subject 
area. Using a variety of colours makes the words more 
visual and using words as labels allows pupils to see what 
goes where in relation to a computer processing unit 
(tower). They help to support the subject related spellings 

that the pupils cover in their 
English lessons. Depending 
on the size and content of 
these displays they can often 
be useful to a variety of 
pupils. The I.C.T display 
(pictured left) can be looked 
at by all pupils as they line up 
for lessons in the computer 
room or walk past in the 
corridor.  

 
The display to the right is from a Year 5 
Literacy classroom and is intended to help the 
pupils with their spelling of days of the week 
and months.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Other displays in corridors are directly 
from Literacy lessons.  
 
Giving the pupils the opportunity to 
show their work to a wider audience is 

very important. Pictured here is some Year 5 work based around 
two pieces of poetry they have studied. Pupils from other year 
groups, staff and visitors are able to read this work as it is displayed and clearly shows 
the pupils’ names. 



Once you reach the English department there are 
many bright, exciting displays. The one below 
shows all the staffs favourite books. This is in an 
attempt to encourage the pupils to read. From 
teachers to caretaker, to cook to head everyone 
has a brick. 

 
          The ‘punctuation triangle’ 
pictured above is displayed around 
school and referred to in English 
lessons. Pupils are set targets, 
according to ability, to use a certain 
number of levels in their written 
work. The large punctuation marks 
help to make it visual.  
To the left is another corridor display 
used with Year 6 when they look at 
journalistic writing. By using a local 
newspaper, pupils are interested in the 
content of the report.  

 
The display to the right is used to show 
pupils in Key Stage 3 which units of work 
they will be studying next. The idea was to 
have an audience looking at a screen seeing 
what the ‘forthcoming attractions’ are. 
 
 



 
To help encourage pupils to produce high 
quality work we have recently introduced 
the mobile ‘Work of the Week’ board. 
This can be moved around the department 
and now makes regular appearances in 
whole school assembly with the best 
piece of work from each of the four year 
groups displayed on it. 
 

 
The cloud is again from a year 5 
classroom and shows an exciting way of 
displaying pupils’ work. 
 

 
Pupils are given a weekly spelling 
homework to help them with learning 
the words these are displayed on the 
spelling wall. The different colours 
are relevant to different year groups 
and change weekly. It gives pupils 
who may be absent on the day they 
are set the chance to record them later 
in the week and gives pupils daily 
contact with the words. 

 
 
 
 



 
For lower ability pupils 
examples of what they are 
expected to do are extremely 
useful. This one includes space 
for the pupils to add words to 
the wall so they can make their 
own sentences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ‘Creatures of the Night’ display comes from the 
same classroom as the cloud earlier. As the pupils are not 
writing large amounts their work can be put on a leaf and 
added to the tree. Due to the size of the group all pupils 
can have their work displayed and feels proud of what 
they have done.  

The ‘Extended Vocabulary’ 
display is to be used during 
lessons to help pupils use a 
greater variety of words in their 
written work. 
 
The quality of displays around 
the school helps to make it an 
interesting, exciting and 
colourful place to be. It adds to 
creating the right environment 
for pupils to learn in and gives 
them a sense of achievement 
when their work is displayed 
for others to see. Some of the 

displays create opportunities for new learning and others help to reinforce work they 
will have previously covered. Having a balance of displays to help stimulate the 
pupils is key to developing ‘an environment of opportunity within a culture of 
success’. 
 
 
 


