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This paper contains data presented to the Steering Committee for discussion in March 2006. It is based on an analysis of the published inspection reports for middle schools under the new inspection framework – up to the end of February 2006.
The sample consists of 32 middle schools. Given the small size of the sample the comparative figures should be treated with a degree of caution. The age ranges of the schools in the sample do not necessarily reflect the proportions of those age ranges in middle schools taken as a whole.
However there are some interesting features. Middle schools appear to achieve well in some areas, but this is not necessarily reflected in the overall effectiveness grade where the effect of the emphasis on achievement can be seen clearly. Anecdotal evidence would suggest that some teams give undue emphasis to the Panda and KS2 results – rather than the whole achievement journey through the school.
Table 1: Analysis of Grades – Middle School Inspection Reports – New Framework.
	Grade
	Overall Effectiveness
	Achievements & Standards
	Personal development  & well being
	Teaching and learning
	Curriculum and other activities
	Care, guidance and support
	Leadership & Management

	1
	3%
	3%
	16%
	0%
	3%
	13%
	3%

	2
	41%
	38%
	66%
	47%
	50%
	53%
	44%

	3
	44%
	47%
	19%
	50%
	47%
	34%
	50%

	4
	13%
	13%
	0%
	3%
	0%
	0%
	3%


Source: Published reports October 2005 – February 2006

Notice to improve - in 4 out of 32 schools  – 12.5%

	Key for inspection grades

	Grade 1
	Outstanding

	Grade 2
	Good

	Grade 3
	Satisfactory

	Grade 4
	Inadequate


Middle pupils as percentage of total number of pupils in Yr 6 (2005)  =  6.1%

Graph showing analysis of grades – Middle school inspection reports
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Overall Effectiveness Grade - comparative figures
These figures compare the middle grades for overall effectiveness with those for all schools inspected under the new framework:
	Overall Effectiveness
	Middle schools
	All schools

	Grade 1
	3.1%
	10.9%

	Grade 2
	40.6%
	49.9%

	Grade 3
	43.8%
	30%

	Grade 4
	12.5%
	9.2%
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