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Report of Launch – Institute of Educational Assessors
QCA – 9th May, 2006

The new institute follows recommendations in the Tomlinson report seeking to raise the profile and professionalism of assessment and the assessor community. It will seek to support teachers in developing the place of assessment as part of the teaching and learning process. Kathleen Tattersall has been appointed Chair of the IEA.
While the government and QCA have provided funding to ‘kick start’ the Institute it will be independent. Membership will be voluntary, and will be open to all those with an interest in assessment – from student teachers, to markers and those who design and develop assessments. 

Ken Boston – QCA - The establishment of a chartered Institute of Assessors is both a first in the world and long overdue. He raised the prospect of changes to KS2 and KS3 assessments which might flow from teachers with chartered status. It would then be able to audit a more teacher based process and maintain public confidence in the process. 
David Dalton-Leggett – Raised the prospect of the professionalisation of what at present has the character of a cottage industry – the marking of SATs and other exams.  It is becoming increasingly difficult to recruit, and more importantly retain, high quality markers and assessors. The recognition and training the Institute will provide will lead to a changed perception of the both the role of assessor and the marking of public tests and exams.

There will be four levels of membership. It is hoped that teachers will want to become members. The affiliate membership open to student teachers should raise the profile of assessment in training courses.

The launch is being followed by a series of four regional meetings.

The Institute is currently applying for chartered status.

Details are all available from the Institute website:

www.ioea.org.uk
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