National Middle Schools’ Forum – Research Paper
Middle School Ofsted Inspection Outcomes since September 2009
This analysis covers 68 middle schools inspected between September 2009 and July 2010. Of these 

· 53 were 9 to 13

· 2 were 10 to 13 

· 13 deemed primary

The overall judgement grade for the schools in the sample:

	Inspection Grade
	Number of schools

	1
	8

	2
	31

	3
	28

	4
	1


The following table compares the overall effectiveness grade given in the new round since September 2009 with that given in the previous round. So, for example, of the four schools awarded grade 1 in the first round, 1 retained grade 1 in the new round and 3 were awarded a grade 2. However 6 schools who were awarded grade 2 in the previous round have now gained grade 1.
	
	New round

	Last Round
	1
	2
	3
	4

	1
	1
	3
	0
	0

	2
	6
	16
	9
	0

	3
	1
	11
	18
	0

	4
	0
	1
	1
	0


Another way to consider this is to look at the average grade given to the sample schools in the two rounds:
Average grade in previous round = 2.44

Average grade in the new round = 2.32

This shows a small decline in the grades awarded in the current round of inspections. However the number of middle schools that have been given grade 4 since September has fallen.
The full spreadsheet of results will be available on the Conference Reports page of the Forum website after the conference.

Comparison with national data

1) Ofsted data

Inspections from 1st September 2009 and 31st of March 2010
Overall effectiveness for all schools: 

	
	
	Number

	
	Total
	Outstanding
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Inadequate

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nursery school
	99
	57
	36
	4
	2

	Primary schools*
	2,971
	242
	1,289
	1,182
	258

	Secondary schools**
	592
	58
	210
	249
	75

	Special schools
	236
	78
	100
	48
	10

	Pupil Referral Units
	92
	17
	37
	27
	11

	All schools
	3,990
	452
	1,672
	1,510
	356


	
	Percentage

	
	Outstanding
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Inadequate

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nursery school
	58%
	36%
	4%
	2%

	Primary schools*
	8%
	43%
	40%
	9%

	Secondary schools**
	10%
	35%
	42%
	13%

	Special schools
	33%
	42%
	20%
	4%

	Pupil Referral Units
	18%
	40%
	29%
	12%

	All schools
	11%
	42%
	38%
	9%


Source – Data from Ofsted

2) Middle school data  – September 2009 to July 2010

Number of schools shown in brackets

	
	Percentage

	
	Outstanding
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Inadequate

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Middle Deemed Primary
	46% (6)
	8% (1)
	46% (6)
	0% (0)

	Middle Deemed Secondary
	4% (2)
	55% (30)
	40% (22)
	2% (1)

	All middle schools
	12% (8)
	46% (31)
	41% (28)
	1% (1)


These figures have to be treated with some caution because of the small sample size – especially for the middle schools deemed primary. However, comparing the figures for all schools with those for all middle schools in the sample suggests that the outcomes for middle schools compare favourably with the national sample. 
