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Nigel Wyatt
Middle school inspection grades under the New Inspection Framework  
The New Inspection Framework was introduced in September 2005. This revised report considers the inspection grades contained in the published inspection reports from this date to the end of June 2007. The few reports published during this period under the old framework have been ignored. This report is based on the 170 middle school inspection reports published since the new inspection system was introduced. The sample includes middle schools with the full range of possible age ranges.

The database of middle school inspection grades, upon which this report is based, is also available separately on the National Middle Schools’ Forum website. The autofilter facility has been set for the data file – so that you can click on the small down arrows by the column headings to select subsets of the data. Using this you will, for example, be able to consider the grades for middle schools of different age ranges, different authorities and different sizes.
Comparative figures for all schools have recently been published as part of the HMCI Annual Report. This data is given for all primary and secondary schools inspected during 2005/2006. During this period 1,014 secondary schools were inspected and 4,468 primary schools.
· 170 middle school reports included in the sample

· 4468 primary schools

· 1014 secondary schools
The sample of middle schools, while growing, is still comparatively small. One school will represent  close to 1% of the sample – and so the differences in the tables that follow must be treated with caution. 

Overall effectiveness for middle schools - compared to all schools - under the new inspection framework
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(Source: All schools – HMCI Annual Report 2006, Middle schools September 2005 to November 2006)

Key:   Grade 1 – Outstanding,  Grade 2 – Good,  Grade 3 – Satisfactory,  Grade 4 – Inadequate. 

The judgement of overall effectiveness for middle schools is broadly in line with that of all schools – given the relatively small sample of middle schools. There are slightly few outstanding schools, but broadly the same proportions judged inadequate.

Some schools have feared that it would not be possible to achieve ‘outstanding’ overall, when some teams seem over-reliant on judgements about KS2, rather than the achievement of the school over the full four years of middle schooling. The data shows that this apprehension is groundless; it is possible for middle schools to achieve outstanding grades.

What is also clear, however, is that middle schools have to be able to demonstrate the progress that pupils make from the point of entry in Year 4 or Year 5, through to the point of exit at Year 7 or Year 8. Good data on the achievements of pupils at the point of entry will serve to counter the possibility of:

· An over-reliance on achievement at KS1in first schools who are not accountable for KS2

· The uneven progress research shows that pupils make through KS2 – with relatively slower progress at Year 3 and Year 4 accompanied by an acceleration of progress at the end of the Key Stage.

Sharing how effective schools gather and present their data on pupil progress is something the Forum could usefully facilitate.
Analysis of middle school inspection grades under the New Inspection Framework – September 2005 to September 2006
These figures have been compiled from the published reports for all middle schools covering the period from September 2005 to May 2007. All were under the new inspection framework (I have excluded those published in September 2005 under the old framework). During this period the reports for 170 middle schools of all age ranges have been published.
Number of middle schools achieving each grade

	Grade
	Overall Effectiveness
	Achievement& Standards
	Personal development  & well being
	Teaching and learning
	Curriculum and other activities
	Care, guidance and support
	Leadership & Management

	1
	11
	8
	34
	6
	11
	26
	14

	2
	73
	75
	110
	82
	99
	91
	70

	3
	72
	75
	25
	75
	59
	48
	75

	4
	14
	12
	1
	7
	1
	4
	9


Percentage of middle schools achieving each grade

	Grade
	Overall Effectiveness
	Achievement& Standards
	Personal development  & well being
	Teaching and learning
	Curriculum and other activities
	Care, guidance and support
	Leadership & Management

	1
	6%
	5%
	20%
	4%
	6%
	15%
	8%

	2
	43%
	44%
	65%
	48%
	58%
	54%
	41%

	3
	42%
	44%
	15%
	44%
	35%
	28%
	44%

	4
	8%
	7%
	1%
	4%
	1%
	2%
	5%


Key:   Grade 1 – Outstanding,  Grade 2 – Good,  Grade 3 – Satisfactory,  Grade 4 - Inadequate
Proportions of middle schools achieving each grade – all middle schools September 2005 to November 2006
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The striking feature of these results is that 85% of middle schools were judged to be either good or outstanding in the Personal development & well being section. One in every five is judged outstanding. This is an important feature of middle schools and represents the added-value of the middle school system. Parents have repeatedly shown that they recognise and value this aspect of our system in their responses to area review proposals.

Comparative figures for all schools have now been published as an annexe to the HMCI Annual Report 2005/2006. 

The following pages contain comparative tables and graphs for each of the inspection grades. 

A degree of caution should be exercised when considering the figures. The size of the sample of middle schools included is so far relatively small (170 schools) and so small differences may not be statistically significant.
Achievement and Standards
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Personal development and well being
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Teaching and Learning
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Curriculum and other activities
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Care, guidance and support
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The New Inspection Framework – the first year.





An analysis of the Ofsted inspection reports for middle schools under the new inspection framework.
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