Research - Middle School (deemed secondary) Spending Tables 2009-2010
When the Department for Education published tables of secondary school spending recently they did not include middle deemed secondary schools – presumably because they did not have GCSE results. This situation has now been rectified and they are available on the Secondary Schools page at this address:
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/financialmanagement/b0072409/background/
The tables for each local authority provide a breakdown of expenditure for each middle school which may prove a useful source of data for benchmarking purposes. 

In this paper I will concentrate on two questions which require further analysis of the data:

· The level of spending on middle schools in different LAs

· The cost of middle schools compared to primary and secondary schools 
Comparing different levels of spending on middle schools in different Local Authorities

Schools are divided into three bands by free school meal entitlement (FSM) – low, medium and high.
Average spending per pupil in the three bands

	
	National median spending per pupil in each band
	Number of  middle school in band
	Percentage of middle schools in band

	Low FSM band
	£4023
	189
	88%

	Medium FSM band
	£4960
	24
	11%

	High FSM band
	£8041
	2
	1%


The national median spending per pupil for all middle deemed secondary schools taken together is given as £4123.

The high proportion of schools in the low FSM band suggests that middle schools generally will not benefit from the proposed pupil premium to any large extent.

Only two middle schools are in the high FSM category and clearly the high spending per pupil shown in this band needs to be treated with some caution. The two schools are:
· Bedlington Junior High in Northumberland (£9260 per pupil – 109 pupils) 

· Woodside Middle School in Bedford (£6822 per pupil – 245 pupils). 

In Table 1 below I have compared the median spending per pupil for the middle school authorities – ranked according to their spending per pupil in middle schools in the Low FSM band.

We need to approach these figures with a degree of caution - these comparisons assume that we are comparing like with like – whether the figures disguise differences in the way the figures have been compiled or differences in the degree of delegation in LA schemes should be considered.
However there are striking differences revealed here between the level of spending in middle school Local Authorities and this may be something we would like to explore further.

Table 2: The cost of middle schools compared to primary and secondary schools 

It is often alleged that middle school systems are more expensive than primary/secondary systems. The data enables one, admittedly rather crude, way of considering this question. 

In Table 2 I have calculated the ‘mid point’ half way between the median spending per pupil in primary and secondary schools for each Local Authority area. We might expect that if educating children in middle schools were more expensive than providing for them in primary and secondary schools that the cost per pupil in a middle school would be higher than this ‘mid point’ - half way between the costs in local primary and secondary schools.

As the table shows the cost per pupil in middle schools in every Local Authority is in fact below this ‘mid point’ half way between median spending in primary and secondary schools.
These figures show spending per pupil – the difference becomes more marked when you multiply them by the number on roll for a particular middle school to get the school level ‘saving’. To take an example of 500 pupil middle school in Central Bedfordshire this would represent a notional ‘saving’ of:  

 £405.00 x 500 = £202, 500
While acknowledging the limitations of this methodology, it nonetheless points to an important point which can only be revealed by looking at expenditure per pupil in this way – rather than by institution as is usually the case.

Table 1: Comparing median spend per pupil in middle school authorities

Local authorities ranked by median spending per pupil in middle schools deemed secondary. Clearly some of these figures needed to be treated with caution due to the small number of schools in the authority when local factors will play a more significant part.

If we take the difference between the lowest and highest authorities with more than 8 schools in the low FSM band – Central Bedfordshire (average number on roll 498) and the Isle of Wight (average number on roll 391) this indicates a difference in spending per pupil of £559 per pupil in the schools in the low FSM band. (Applied to the average size of middle school in the low FSM band in Central Bedfordshire of 498 pupils, this equates to a difference of £272,792.)
	
	
	
	Number of schools
	Median spending per pupil
	

	LA number
	LA name
	Total Number of middle schools
	Low FSM
	Medium FSM
	High FSM
	Low FSM
	Med FSM
	High FSM
	LA KS2 Achievement 

	836
	Poole
	1
	1
	
	
	£3,386.00
	
	
	73%

	392
	North Tyneside
	4
	4
	
	
	£3,853.00
	
	
	-

	823
	Central Bedfordshire
	23
	20
	3
	
	£3,891.00
	£5,090.00
	
	73%

	835
	Dorset
	14
	14
	
	
	£3,895.00
	
	
	74%

	822
	Bedford
	15
	10
	4
	1
	£3,898.00
	£5,037.00
	£6,822.00
	70%

	929
	Northumberland
	33
	30
	2
	1
	£3,909.00
	£4,570.00
	£9,260.00
	71%

	860
	Staffordshire
	14
	13
	1
	
	£3,937.00
	£4,550.00
	
	74%

	928
	Northamptonshire
	2
	2
	
	
	£3,940.00
	
	
	72%

	885
	Worcestershire
	16
	12
	4
	
	£3,985.00
	£4,116.00
	
	71%

	933
	Somerset
	9
	8
	1
	
	£3,992.00
	£4,464.00
	
	75%

	935
	Suffolk
	40
	36
	4
	
	£4,116.00
	£5,296.00
	
	68%

	868
	Windsor & Maidenhead
	4
	4
	
	
	£4,268.00
	
	
	77%

	919
	Hertfordshire
	6
	6
	
	
	£4,276.00
	
	
	78%

	382
	Kirklees
	6
	6
	
	
	£4,357.00
	
	
	75%

	391
	Newcastle upon Tyne
	3
	2
	1
	
	£4,413.00
	£4,436.00
	
	74%

	855
	Leicestershire
	8
	8
	
	
	£4,445.00
	
	
	75%

	938
	West Sussex
	1
	1
	
	
	£4,452.00
	
	
	72%

	921
	Isle of Wight
	13
	9
	4
	
	£4,550.00
	£5,384.00
	
	69%

	873
	Cambridgeshire
	1
	1
	
	
	£5,379.00
	
	
	71%

	815
	North Yorkshire
	2
	2
	
	
	£5,815.00
	
	
	76%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	National Median
	
	
	
	
	£4,023.00
	£4,960.00
	£8,041.00
	


Table 2: The cost of middle schools compared to primary and secondary schools 

In this table – just taking the schools in the Low FSM band in each case – I have calculated the ‘mid-point’ half way between the median spending per pupil in primary and secondary schools – and then compared this with the actual spending per pupil in middle schools. In each Local Authority area the spending per pupil in the middle schools is less than this ‘mid point’ figure.
	
	
	Primary 

Median spending per pupil
	Secondary
Median spending per pupil
	
	‘Mid point’ between Primary and Secondary
	
	Middle Schools

Median spending per pupil
	Difference between Middle schools spending and ‘Mid point’

	LA name
	No of Schools
	Low FSM
	Low FSM
	
	
	
	Low FSM
	

	Poole
	1
	£3,611.00
	£4,821.00
	
	£4,216.00
	
	£3,386.00
	-£830.00

	North Tyneside
	4
	£3,426.00
	£5,405.00
	
	£4,415.50
	
	£3,853.00
	-£562.50

	Central Bedfordshire
	23
	£3,393.00
	£5,199.00
	
	£4,296.00
	
	£3,891.00
	-£405.00

	Dorset
	14
	£3,655.00
	£4,761.00
	
	£4,208.00
	
	£3,895.00
	-£313.00

	Bedford
	15
	
	£5,537.00
	
	
	
	£3,898.00
	

	Northumberland
	33
	£3,627.00
	£5,029.00
	
	£4,328.00
	
	£3,909.00
	-£419.00

	Staffordshire
	14
	£3,574.00
	£4,671.00
	
	£4,122.50
	
	£3,937.00
	-£185.50

	Northamptonshire
	2
	£3,704.00
	£4,929.00
	
	£4,316.50
	
	£3,940.00
	-£376.50

	Worcestershire
	16
	£3,726.00
	£5,048.00
	
	£4,387.00
	
	£3,985.00
	-£402.00

	Somerset
	9
	£3,852.00
	£4,768.00
	
	£4,310.00
	
	£3,992.00
	-£318.00

	Suffolk
	40
	£3,874.00
	£5,102.00
	
	£4,488.00
	
	£4,116.00
	-£372.00

	Windsor & Maidenhead
	4
	£3,669.00
	£5,103.00
	
	£4,386.00
	
	£4,268.00
	-£118.00

	Hertfordshire
	6
	£3,632.00
	£5,161.00
	
	£4,396.50
	
	£4,276.00
	-£120.50

	Kirklees
	6
	£3,861.00
	£5,018.00
	
	£4,439.50
	
	£4,357.00
	-£82.50

	Newcastle upon Tyne
	3
	£3,494.00
	£5,296.00
	
	£4,395.00
	
	£4,413.00
	£18.00

	Leicestershire
	8
	£3,772.00
	£5,348.00
	
	£4,560.00
	
	£4,445.00
	-£115.00

	West Sussex
	1
	£3,805.00
	£4,821.00
	
	£4,313.00
	
	£4,452.00
	£139.00

	Isle of Wight
	13
	£4,188.00
	£5,230.00
	
	£4,709.00
	
	£4,550.00
	-£159.00

	Cambridgeshire
	1
	£3,902.00
	£4,891.00
	
	£4,396.50
	
	£5,379.00
	£982.50

	North Yorkshire
	2
	£4,101.00
	£4,910.00
	
	£4,505.50
	
	£5,815.00
	£1,309.50

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	National
	£3,740.00
	£4,957.00
	
	£4,348.50
	
	£4,023.00
	-£325.50


